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New Children’s Commissioner for 
Wales announced 

The Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty has announced the 
appointment of Professor Sally Holland as the new Children’s Commis-
sioner for Wales. 
 
The role of the Children’s 
Commissioner is to act as an 
independent champion for 
children and young people, 
advocating their interests and 
making sure their voices are 
heard at a local, national and 
international level. 
 
Sally Holland is currently a 
Professor at the School of 
Social Sciences at Cardiff University, and is the Director and founder of 
CASCADE Children’s Social Care Research Centre. 
 
She is internationally acclaimed for enabling children and young people 
to represent their own views through active participation in her re-
search. Her areas of expertise include children's rights, Welsh chil-
dren’s views about citizenship and identity, looked after children, child 
protection and adoption. She has also campaigned for, and re-
searched, the needs and rights of children. 
 
The new Children’s Commissioner for Wales, Sally Holland, said: 
 
“I am delighted and honoured to have been appointed to be the next 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales. I am proud of Wales’ history of 
promoting children’s and young people’s rights and I will work hard to 
ensure that this continues and strengthens, building on the excellent 
work of the first two commissioners. 
“Children and young people face new opportunities and challenges in 
contemporary society. I will work with the children and young people of 
Wales to ensure that their rights are safeguarded and promoted.” 
 
Welcoming the announcement of the new Children’s Commissioner for 
Wales, current post holder Keith Towler, said: 
 
“Professor Sally Holland is a passionate advocate of children’s rights 
and has substantial experience of social work and engagement with 
children and young people. 

 
“It’s a genuine statement when I tell 
children and young people that being 
the Children’s Commissioner is the best 
job in Wales.  I’ll look back on my time 
as the independent champion for 
Wales’ children and young people with 
tremendous pride and I wish Sally every 
success.” 
 
For further information about the role 
and functions of the Commissioner, 
please visit 
www.childcomwales.org.uk  

http://www.childcomwales.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdownload.wvn.ac.uk%2Flearning%2FCaseStudies%2FChildcomwales.htm&ei=uznSVOvCM8X-UMTMg9gG&bvm=bv.85076809,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHLFPZteVnocm_th


 

 

 

 

Safeguarding in Education – Keeping 
Learners Safe 

 

The Welsh Government has recently published 
new statutory safeguarding in education guid-
ance – Keeping Learners Safe.  

The guidance requires that governing bodies of 
maintained schools and institutions within the 
further education sector must ensure their func-
tions are exercised with a view to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children. 

This guidance was revised to reflect legislative 
changes since the previous guidance was issued 
in 2008 and refer to the most up-to-date statuto-
ry guidance about related issues. 

The guidance: 

 gives guidance about the effect of the duty 
to have arrangements about safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children intro-
duced by section 175 of the Education Act 
2002 

 sets out the roles and responsibilities of 
local authorities, governing bodies, proprie-
tors of independent schools, head teach-
ers, and staff with designated responsibility 
for child protection in making arrange-
ments to enable people in the education 
service to play their full part in safeguard-
ing children from abuse and neglect 

 supplements the guidance in Safeguard-
ing children: Working together under the 
Children Act 2004 by setting out the infra-
structure and arrangements that need to 
be in place to ensure that people in the 
education service have the skills, means 
and training necessary to ensure children 
and young people are protected from 
harm. 

It has also been restructured and includes: 

 the framework for safeguarding in Wales – 
statutory duties, guidance and safeguard-
ing structures 

 safeguarding roles and responsibilities in 
the education service 

 responding to individual safeguarding con-
cerns within the education service 

 safeguarding responsibilities in specific 
circumstances 

 safer recruitment practice 

 the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

For further information visit the Welsh Govern-
ment’s website. 

 

North Wales Chronic Youths 

North Wales Chronic Youths has been de-
veloped to support young people from 14 
years of age with any of the 200 different 
types of arthritis. 

The aim is to share experiences and under-
standing amongst the group and learn how 
best to live with arthritis and manage condi-
tions. 

The group meet regularly, currently at the 
Peter Maddison Rheumatology Centre in 
Llandudno hospital.  The meetings are 
friendly and informal with discussion, laugh-
ter and refreshments. 

With recent funding from WCVA’s GwirVol 
fund NWCY has been developed and contin-
ues to be supported by Arthritis Care who 
are now looking forward to developing the 
group further. 

Arthritis Care is a user led charity which 
means people with arthritis are at the heart 
of their work – they form the membership, 
are involved in all of the activities and direct 
what they do.   

For more information and details of future 
meetings, contact                          
nwchronicyouths@gmail.com 

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/publications/guidance/keeping-learners-safe/?skip=1&lang=en
mailto:nwchronicyouths@gmail.com


 

CAIS Learning and Development has been 
commissioned by the Conwy, Denbighshire, 
Gwynedd, Ynys Môn and Flintshire SMATs to 
provide Basic Drug and Alcohol Awareness 
training for Tier 1 workers.  

This training is for those who work within the 
substance misuse sector, across the six 
counties of North Wales. It will be especially 
helpful for workers who are indirectly involved 
with substance misuse issues (i.e. teachers, 
police, housing workers, community support 
groups, receptionists etc).  

Drug and Alcohol Awareness 

Forum Theatre Training Week 

Each course will be inter-agency with      
participants from a variety of organisations. 

The accredited training will be held in   
Caernarfon between 9.30am – 4.30pm on 
30th & 31st March 2015.  The course is 
provided free of charge (a non-attendance 
charge may apply).   

For more information contact                
bookings@cais.org.uk  

 

Throughout this intensive week long course, par-
ticipants will investigate the theory and practice 
of Forum Theatre. A number of simple games 
and exercises centred on trust, confidence and 
group integration will be introduced enabling par-
ticipants to possibly shadow, or lead paid work-
shop sessions, with support, for Community Mu-
sic Wales upcoming funded project in partner-
ship with GISDA & CAIS, or deliver FT within 
their own group or communities. 
 
Participants will look at how to devise a Forum 
Theatre piece and how to conduct a public Fo-
rum session. The week will culminate with a per-
formance of the Forum Theatre pieces devised 
by the group to an invited audience of friends. 
Reference will also be made to Legislative Thea-
tre practice. Legislative Theatre is a method in 
which Forum Theatre is used as a basis for the 
formulation of policy, rules or legislation, in any 
body from school to government. 

The training is for anyone interested in using the-
atre as a tool for debate and social change with 
communities; theatre practitioners, social activ-
ists, teachers, community workers, youth works. 
No experience necessary.  The training takes 
place Monday 23rd March - Friday 27th March 
2015 and led by renowned Forum Theatre prac-
titioner and trainer Iwan Brioc. 

For more information contact: 

admin@communitymusicwales.org.uk 

GISDA has been using Forum Theatre since 
2006 to engage its service users. The use of the-
atre forum has created opportunities for its 
young people to perform in many countries in-
cluding Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Estonia as 
well as performances at the The Royal Opera 
House, Welsh assembly and Shelter Cymru and 
Llamau annual conferences.   
 

GISDA’s long term vision for Forum Theatre is, 
as well as increasing confidence, empowering 
and giving a voice to an often unheard part of 
our communities, is to develop a collaboration 
between agencies, partners and individuals with 
a vested interest in the Forum Theatre project to 
create a business case for a sustainable enter-
prise. This in turn will develop Forum Theatre 
into an initiative to train, motivate and inspire the 
most vulnerable sections of our society. 
 
If you are interested in GISDA’s Forum Theatre 
work please contact gethin@gisda.co.uk 

 
 

   

 

 

mailto:bookings@cais.org.uk
mailto:admin@communitymusicwales.org.uk
mailto:gethin@gisda.co.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigissue.com%2Ffeatures%2F2375%2Fgisda-big-issue-cymru-big-list-subscriber&ei=dZ7cVI_lK4fKaPLGgagF&bvm=bv.85761416,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCN


Transition Age Fair 
Information and Fun Sessions 

for disabled young people or young adults and their families. 

Saturday March 7th 2015  

Arfon Leisure Centre, Caernarfon 

10 am – 12 pm 

Barmouth Leisure Centre 

2:30pm – 4:30pm 

The period when a young person is approaching adulthood can be one which is 
exciting but also anxious for them and their for some parents / carers. Often, 
young people and their parents won’t know exactly what lies ahead and for dis-
abled young people there may be additional barriers and more uncertainty about 
the future. 

In order to provide information about the procedure within Derwen - the Integrat-
ed Team for Disabled Children and Adult Learning Disability Service within 
Gwynedd Council and the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board in collabor-
ation with Hafod Lon and Pendalar Schools we have organised a Transition Age 
fair on March 7th. 

We would like to invite young people within the age 14 to 18 and those who are 
now young adults and their families / carers to attend to listen to presentations, 
to have the opportunity to talk with officers, and to chat with various service 
providers at their information stalls. In addition, there will be the sports activities 
and the opportunity to "Beatbox" with Mr Phormula. 

For more information contact: Derwen Derwen@gwynedd.gov.uk, telephone 
number 01286 674686 
or 
Adult Learning Disability Service TimAnableddDysguArfon@gwynedd.gov.uk, 
telephone number 01286 682751   

 

mailto:Derwen@gwynedd.gov.uk
mailto:TimAnableddDysguArfon@gwynedd.gov.uk






Parenting Conference: Early 
Intervention and Parenting – 
strengthening the contribution of 
parenting support services 

Children in Wales’ parenting conference, be-
ing held in North Wales, will be around the 
theme of strengthening the contribution of 
parenting support services to early interven-
tion family support. Participants will consider 
key messages from early intervention re-
search, including what are the main principles 
and ingredients of successful parenting pro-
grammes. 

We will share knowledge about how to 
strengthen implementation efforts and consid-
er policy developments, new initiatives, inno-
vative approaches to supporting parents of 
adolescents, and good practice on the ground 
in Wales. We will consider current develop-
ments for the parenting workforce as a valua-
ble, emerging and evolving workforce. This 
will include discussions about available quali-
fications, examples of how qualifications are 
being used to underpin and support the devel-
opment of best practice across Wales, and 
qualification developments designed to meet 
workforce needs and recognise specialist 
skills and competencies. 

Small workshops will support discussions on 
a range of topics relating to policy and prac-
tice. 

Who should attend?  

Professionals providing family and parenting 
support and those with a policy lead or inter-
est in family and parenting support. 

 

Confirmed Speakers:  

Lucy Akhtar, Senior Policy Manager – Fami-
ly Support, Welsh Government 

Kirsten Asmussen, Evidence Analyst, Early 
Intervention Foundation 

Gail Bennett, Chair, National Parenting Co-
ordinators’ Network and Melanie Huddle-
ston-Murray, Chair, North Wales Parenting 
Learning Set 

Dr John Coleman, Senior Research Fellow, 
Oxford University 

Prof Karen Graham, Professor of Early 
Childhood Studies, Glyndwr University 

Shelley Davies, Senior Partnership Manag-
er, Powys County Council and Dr Sue Ev-
ans, Consultant Child Psychologist, Powys 
Teaching Health Board 

The conference will increase delegates’ un-
derstanding and give them the opportunity 
to consider their own policy and practice, 
alongside sharing experiences and best 
practice. 

Date and Venue:                                          
3 March 2015, Conwy Business Centre, 
Llandudno Junction 

Price: 
£70.00 – £90.00 

 

For further information visit: 
www.childreninwales.org.uk/ 

http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/


 

Gwirvol Youth Volunteering Grants 
GwirVol is a partnership between the third, public and private sectors set up to promote 
and support youth volunteering in Wales. Through GwirVol, youth volunteering grants 
are available for organisations that can improve access and opportunities in volunteer-
ing for young people aged 14-25. 

The aim of the GwirVol Youth Volunteering 
Grants scheme is to support the delivery of a 
wide range of new volunteering opportunities in 
Wales and overseas.  The GwirVol grant scheme 
offers three different strands of funding. 
  
Creating Opportunities: For organisations look-
ing to create new youth volunteering projects, new 
youth volunteering roles or to recruit more young 
people into existing volunteering roles. Creating 
Opportunities grant applications can be for up to a 
maximum amount of £10,000. 
 
Millennium Volunteers: For organisations look-
ing to recognise the commitment young people 
give to volunteering through offering the 200 hour 
award of excellence. Millennium Volunteers grant 
applications can be for up to a maximum amount 
of £10,000. 
 
 

International: For organisations looking to de-
velop overseas volunteering opportunities that 
benefit young people and their communities in 
Wales as well. International grant applications 
can be for up to a maximum amount of 
£30,000. 
  
How to apply: 
You can get more information at 

www.gwirvol.org/en/organisations/funding/  

Volunteering in Wales Fund 
The Volunteering in Wales grant scheme is one of Wales’ premier volunteering support 
schemes. It has been run by WCVA since 1982 and has helped to recruit, train and sup-
port thousands of new volunteers. 

The aim of the Volunteering in Wales Fund 
(VWF) is to; 

 Support formal volunteering projects that 
aim to recruit, support, train and place 
NEW volunteers 

 Encourage good practice in volunteering 

 Support the development of volunteering 
in under-developed areas such as un-
derrepresented groups, areas with less 
opportunities or types of 
volunteering opportunities 

 

Grants of up to £25,000 are available which 
can assist in the costs of a volunteer coordi-
nator, volunteer training and travelling ex-
penses and some capital items. 

The deadline for grant applications is 5pm 
Friday 13 March 2015. 

For further information, an application form 
and guidance visit the WCVA website or 
contact the Volunteering in Wales Fund team 
(0800 2888 329 or email vwf@wcva.org.uk). 

http://www.gwirvol.org/en/organisations/funding/
http://www.wcva.org.uk/funding/wcva-funding/volunteering-in-wales


 

 

PQASSO for Wales briefing event 
Are you interested in improving quality in third sector organisations in Wales? 

PQASSO is the leading quality standard developed for the third sector, by the sector. Used 
systematically, it will help you to run your organisation more effectively and efficiently. Organi-
sations using PQASSO can gain the following benefits: 

 clearer outcome planning and delivery 

 greater credibility and legitimacy with funders 

 more efficient systems 

 higher quality, user-centred services 

 better leadership and governance 

 more creative thinking, enabling new ways of working 

 a commitment to continuous improvement. 

Who should attend? 

Anyone interested in quality assurance in third sector organisations including trustees, staff, 
volunteers, funders, commissioners and contract managers. 

The briefing event will be held at Galeri, Caernarfon on 10th March 2015.  The same event 
will be held in the morning (9:30am-12:00pm) and again in the afternoon (1:00pm-3:30pm). 
Please note the morning event will be held in English and the afternoon event will be 
held in Welsh.  

For further information visit: www.ces-vol.org.uk 

The Centre for Evidence Based Early 
Intervention Annual Conference  

The Centre for Evidence Based Early Intervention based at Bangor University will be holding 
their annual conference on Thursday 5

th
 March. This is a free conference and the keynote 

speaker is Professor Jane Barlow, Director of Warwick Infant and Family Wellbeing Unit, War-
wick Medical School, University of Warwick who will be presenting on “Early behaviour prob-
lems: The need to target attachment problems”. Other speakers will be presenting on many of 
the Incredible Years programmes as well as the KiVa Anti-bullying programme from Finland. 
Registration forms and more information from Dilys on 01248 383 758 or 
d.williams@bangor.ac.uk 

The annual Anne Marie Jones Memorial Lecture will follow the conference at 5.30. This is a 
free lecture and all are welcome to attend. This year the Lecture will be given by Professor 
Jane Barlow, Director of Warwick Infant and Family Wellbeing Unit. The Lecture is entitled: 
“Child Protection During the Perinatal Period: Getting it Right from the Start” 

The Centre continues to run regular training in the Incredible Years programmes as well as 
the KiVa Anti-bullying programme.  Dates and registration forms available from Dilys on 01248 
383 758 or d.williams@bangor.ac.uk 

 

http://www.ces-vol.org.uk/PQASSO/pqasso-wales/briefing-events
http://www.ces-vol.org.uk/
mailto:d.williams@bangor.ac.uk
mailto:d.williams@bangor.ac.uk




 

 



Please follow Mantell Gwynedd on Facebook and Twitter. 
 

Share your stories, events, training, and news with Mantell Gwynedd 

as a way of connecting with the wider Network. 

PAUL EDWARDS 

Hwylusydd Plant a Phobl Ifanc 

Children and Young People Facilitator 

paul@mantellgwynedd.com  

Mantell Gwynedd, 23-25 Y Bont Bridd,  CAERNARFON, Gwynedd    LL55 1AB 

Swyddfa / Office: 01286 672626 

www.mantellgwynedd.com 

Free Equipment Hire 

Don’t forget our computer and digital equipment which is available to be 
loaned out to voluntary organisations for use with young people during events 
and activities  e.g. photography workshops, training sessions, focus groups, 
competitions etc. 

 

This is a unique service and opportunity which is offered 
for FREE to organisations who work with children and 
young people. 

 

For further information please contact Mantell Gwynedd: 

(01286) 672 626        enquiries@mantellgwynedd.com 

paul@mantellgwynedd.com%20
http://www.mantellgwynedd.com/

